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Good Food, Good Deeds Good Lives… by Linda Hundt
Welcome, welcome, welcome to our Autumn Sweetie-licious newsletter. Our mission is to celebrate home-life through stories of good food, good deeds, and good lives. Each issue will also present a delicious and simple recipe. I am thrilled to share my treasured library of recipes, stories, and traditions with you all!  So friends, here is to making our lives meaningful, our homes happy and our palates joyous!  

I make a point of taking a moment each day to be grateful. At this time of year the first things that come to mind are my wonderful family and friends gathering together to enjoy each other and the bounty from our kitchens. Today, as I sat 
here curled up in my favorite “thinking chair” 
I thought I would step out-of-the-box and decided to be grateful for my senses... more specifically ... my sense of smell. How fun to let my mind wander down the long memory lane of Thanksgivings past. Smells not only remind me of familiar food, but also of events and people. 

The combination of cinnamon and nutmeg remind me of our holiday staple - pumpkin pie, and then to my mother covered in flour, her body bent to the labor of rolling out crusts. I fill with gratitude for her loving nature. The sharp, crisp smell of cranberries always takes me back to my Aunt Margie’s cozy kitchen where my sister Laura and I spent many an hour. 

My mind wanders to other pleasant memories of childhood there. I find myself smiling. The comforting, mingling aromas of sage, rosemary, and thyme bring to mind yummy stuffing... which in turn reminds me of a wonderful Hundt family tradition. The sisters and sister-in-laws get together each year to make huge quantities of this wonderful savory dish. As you know, we are a big, happy family and we all love to eat. We all work together to tear numerous loaves of bread, dice carloads of celery, and cry over mountains of onions. The fun part is one never knows when there will be a spontaneous outburst of singing, with dramatic choruses of, “Parsley, Sage, Rosemary, and Thyme’. I don't know what Simon and Garfunkel would think, but it is all great and jolly fun!

What memories can you conjure up thinking back on the smells of this wonderful season? Sit back, close your eyes, and let your mind wander. You might just have people ask you why you’re smiling.
Eat Pie and Take Time to Remember...Linda
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Grandma Ferrell’s 
Fried Green Tomatoes


Aunt Margie’s 
Cranberry Jello Salad
The dish was a "must" at our Thanksgiving dinners.  Aunt Margie would arrive with this treasure carefully cradled on a pillow of towels, wrapped in newspapers, then wrapped in more towels, in the depths of her bright green picnic basket. It was quite a production to unpack, especially with five little McComb helpers. Mmmmmmemories.
2 C. of fresh cranberries

½ C. water

1 C. sugar

1 small box of cherry Jello

¾ C. finely chopped celery

½ C. finely chopped walnuts
1 small can crushed pineapple 

Combine cranberries and water in a saucepan 
and cook until the cranberries are tender (the berries will burst open.) Add the sugar and box 
of dry Jello powder to the cranberry mixture. 
Then add the walnuts, celery, and pineapple (including the pineapple juice). Mix well and pour into a Jello mold. Chill until firm and unmold by running warm water over the bottom of the mold. Or if you would prefer, pour into a pretty bowl, chill, and skip the unmolding drama. 

Customer Comments 
 

Worth walkin' all the way here.  Best Bean Soup ever !!  -- Stan and Joan, Deering, NH
 

We drove from Defiance, OH because you are the best!! -- Pamela and friends
 

Dear Linda and all - Thanks so much for the decadent pies!  They are, like you, fantastic. As you grow the business, don't ever lose the hometown, homemade with love feelings that are so evident the minute one walks into the shop. -- D.B., DeWitt (soon to be Green Valley, AZ) 
 

News from the Shop
Linda is one of the newest members of the msuENet Advisory Board, representing community entrepreneurs. The board focuses on promoting an entrepreneurial mindset for all MSU students. She is thrilled to promote entrepreneurism at her alma mater.

With the holidays just around the corner, remember that we have our own line of hostess and homekeeper aprons for sale at the shop, in addition to baseball hats, cute feminine “Sweetie” tees, and of course, gift certificates. 
Linda was recently named one of the “Ask the Experts” editors of Michigan Home & Lifestyle Magazine. Her first article will appear in the forthcoming Holiday issue. 
Gratitude can transform common days into Thanksgiving, turn routine jobs into joy, and change ordinary opportunities into blessings. 
-- William Arthur Ward
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About Linda Hundt …

Linda resides in a century-old farmhouse with her sweet husband and two lovely daughters, when back from college. She is the owner of Sweetie-licious Bakery Cafe in DeWitt MI. Linda was the “Crisco Innovation” Grand Prize winner in 2011 and won Best-in-Show in 2009…she has won 16 first places at the National Pie Championships since 2007. Linda has appeared on the Food Network and on the Today Show with Willard Scott. Linda is the co-founder of the DeWitt Farmers Market, Board Member of the CMU Entrepreneurial School, a member of the msuENet board, and recipient of 2009 Athena Power-Link award.
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